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For MONDAY, Auguft 11, 1794. 





Authentic Particulars relating to the Embaffy to China. 


FTER paffing the banks of Sunda, they made fome un- 
fuccefsful attempts to explore the iflands of Banka, and 
the ftraits of Malacca. They ftopped at Pulo Condore, and 
from thence proceeded to Turon Bay, in Cochin-China, where 
they found a young Prince eftablifhed upon the throne, after a 
civil war of twenty years continuance, which ended in a re- 
volution; for fuch events, it would appear, are not peculiar to 
the weltern world. A confiderable number of miffionaries had 
once been in Cochin-China, but they were all gone, having 
followed the fates of the royal line expelled by this revolution, 
and which ftill retained pofleflion of a {mall corner of the 
kingdom. In their voyage they vifited Macao and Chufan, the 
ealtermoft extremity of China ; and at laft reached the mouth 
of the river Tienfin, in the bottom of the Ptcheh gulph, on the 
26th of July, 1793, where they found the water fo fhallow, 
though they had no fight of land, that they caft anchor in fix 
fathom water. 

From hence they difpatched a brig to announce their arrival, 
to requeft that veflels might be fent to receive the prefents in- 
tenied for the Emperor, as the Englith veffels could preceed 
no farther for want of water; and alfo to folicit a fupply of 
frefh provifions, On the 1f of Auguft a number of {mall 
veflels arrived from the fhore, baving on board fome principal 
Maadarins, with a moft magnificent fupply of every kind of 
provifions, Twenty bullocks, upwards of 100 fheep, as many 
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10ZS, a great number of fowls of various kinds, an immenfe 
quanti ity rof the richeft and fineft fruits of the country, feveral 
chefts of tea, fugar, china, &c. &c. and a large fupply of flour, 
millet, bread, rice, and other articles in great : profufion. 

The different prefents being put on board the Chinefe junks, 
Lord Macartney, on the 5th, went in the Clarence brig to 
‘Lacao, a few miles up the river, where the goods were obliged 
to be transferred to ftill {maller vefiels, to convey them to Tang- 
chu, about ten miles from Pekin. 

The embafly left Tacao, where every accommodation was 
afforded them, on the 8th of Auguft, and arrived at Tienfin on 
the 11th, wh: y were fplendidly entertained on fhore amidft 
ufands of people, After the entertainment they gota 
prefent of victuals, in name of a dinner, fufficient to Pong the 
whole of them for a week; cach officer got, befides, two 
pie ces of filk—and even the foldiers, mechanics, &c. had a 
piece of filk and cotton. 

ienfin is fituated at the confluence of three large rivers, 
and is a place of Jarge and extenfive commerce. Its. popula 
tion is not to be counted by thoufands bet by millions—the 
used g place only, an immenf Pp ain, extends farther than the 
cy¢ can reach, and appears only bounded by the horizon. 
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journey they reached the famous wall which forms one of the 
barriers of this empire, their way lying through a gate called 
Can-pe-Rieu. There are only four fuch pafles in China.— 
This wall was built upwards of 200 years before Chrift, from 
which time, for 1400 or 1500 years, it ferved as a complete 
defence againft every enemy ; but at the end of that period, 
Gengis Chan invaded the empire, and got pofleffion of the 
throne. It is about 26 feet high, and about 15 thick at the 
top, which is well paved, and has a parapet on each fide: The 
bafe is above 20 fect thick, Atevery diftance of about go or 
100 yards, there is a tower upon it about 15 feet each in height, 
and 45 in length. In feveral places there are other walls 
within the main one, which take in a fweep of {feveral miles, 
and then connect again with it, fo that fhould the outer one be 
forced, the inner remains as a defence; and thefe again are 
covered by other walls within them ; but this is only at the four 
principal pafles. The ground over which this immenfe fa- 
brick is carried is in fome places very rugged and uneven, more 
fo than the moft mountainous parts of Cumberland. This 
wall is more than 2000 miles in length, without allowing for 
the bendings over the mountains and through vallies. ‘The 
towers are about 45,000 in number. 

When they reached Gehol, fome mifunderftanding refpect- 
ing the mode of prefentation prevented the ceremony from 
taking place till the 14th; it wasat laft, however, fettled, that 
his Lordfhip fhould pay the fame refpeéts to the Emperor that 
he paid on approaching the King of England. 

The fuite were received ina largetent. ‘The Emperor was 
carried thither in an open chair, borne by 16 men: As he 
paffed to the tent, the Englifh kneeled on one knee; every 
one of the Chinefe proftrated themfelves on the ground.— 
Being all arranged in and round the tent, they had a fumptuous 
repaft, which was followed by mufic, tumbling, wreftling, and 
other exercifes. The Emperor paid great attention to Lord 
Macartney, and he and all the gentlemen had prefents of filk, 
purfes, fans, &c. The entertainment being ended, the Empe- 
ror defcended from the throne, and walked to his chair, and was 
carried away in the fame manner in whichhe came. The 
croud of Mandarins, Princes, and other people of rank, which 
attended this ceremony, was almoft innumerable. 

Next day (the 15th) the Emperor again faw Lord Macart- 
ney. Hecame in the fame manner as on the preceding day.— 
He told his Lordfhip that he was going toa pagoda, at tome 
diftance, but that he had given orders to his Minitters, to 
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attend upon his Lordfhip, and fhew him the palaces and gare 
dens. When the Emperor was gone, the fuite was conveyed 
to an ifland, in an extenfive fheet of water, where they found 
a large building, in almoft every apartment of which there 
was a kind of throne, and alfo a number of curiofities of 
Englith manufafture. On the left of each throne was a large 
agate, ina batten form, depofited there as an emblem of peace 
intheempire. From this they were conveyed by water; and 
afterwards fhewn a number of other buildings, where they 
were entertained with fruits, fweetmeats, &c. 

The 17th, which was the Emperor’s birth-day, (he is 
83 years of age) they vifited the palace before the morning 
dawn, They waited till day-light in a large apartment, after 
which Lord Macartney and the high Mandarins were ad- 
mitted to an inner court ; the officers of the fuite were in the 
fecond court ; and the Mandarins of inferior rank in a third 
court, outfide the other two, 

The fight of flags, banners, &c. of embroidered filk, float- 
ing in the air, was grand beyond the power of language to de- 
fcribe. The Emperor was not prefent. All the people 
kneeled, and bowed nine times, with as much folemnity, as if 
they had been worfhipping adeity. ‘This ceremony over, they 
were conveyed through other parks and lodges, the gardens 
Jaid out in much the fame manner as in England. ‘They were 
fumptuoufly entertained in one of thofe buildings, and after- 
wards carried through fome magnificent pagados or temples. 
One of them was larger than the buildings of Somerfet-Houfe, 
but higher, and the fame fquare form, open within the fquarc, 
in the center of which was a building of confiderable height, 
covered with folid gold. ‘The inflide front of the fquare is in 
the form of galleries, one over the other, in four rows, moft 
fplendidly decorated and fupported with pillars of gold. In 
fome of the apartments hundreds of priefts were employed in 
finging. The images of dcities, &c. in thefe buildings, are 
inaumerable, and many of them of gigantic fize, larger than 
Gog and Magog, in Guildhall. They are, however, of the 
fame materials, wood richly gilt and ornamented, numbers of 
them fymbolical reprefentations. In many of the religious 
ceremonies a refemblance of the Jewifh rites was obfervable, 
others were fimilar to thofe of the Romanifts. 

On the 18th, they were admitted to the Emperor’s theatre. 
It is a fquare, and thofe who are honoured with admiffion to 
fec the performances are placed under piazzas in the other 
three fides, In front of the ftage about 50 tect diftant, is the 
throne, 
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throne, from which the Emperor views the performance.a— 
The reft of the area is ornamented with beautiful flower- 
pots. Lord Macartney was led to the throne, and received 
from the Emperor’s hands a copy of verfes made by himfelf 
for his Britannick Majefty, in a box of great value and anti 
quity, made of black wood, carved very neatly. The Am- 
baflador had alfo the honour to receive a copy of verfes for 
himfelf. Here the fuite was heartily tired for feveral hours 
with a performance, one word of which they could not under- 
ftand, and which was accompanied with the confufed nuife of 
gongs and bells ; after which, as was uiual every day, they re- 
ceived prefents of filks, fans, china, &c. 

The two next days were employed in preparations for their 
return to Pekin, where they arrived on the 26th. On their 
journey they were much furprized to find a very great nume 
ber of men employed in jevelling the road for the accommoe 
dation of the Emperor on his return fron Gehol, which he 
was to quit in a few days. The whole road, a fpace of 
150 miles, was covered with men, about 60 feet afunder, and 
a ciftern of water for each man, for watering the road on the 
Emperor’s approach, fo that the number of men and of cif- 
terns exceeded 13,000. The road for the Emperor is as fmooth 
and level as any walk in the gardens at Kew; no perfon is al- 
lowed to ride or travel upon it, and it is guarded night and day. 

On the 30th, the embafly fet out for the palace of Yen- 
Ming-Yuen, whither all the prefents had been fent that the 
Emperor might fee them together. They refted that night at 
Hing Ming- - Yuen, and fet out next morning to a houfe ‘about 
four miles * diftant, from whence they walked a little way and 
met the Emperor; who, learning from the principal Manda- 
rin, that Lord Macartney was indifpofed, defired that his Lord- 
fhip might return to Pekin for the fake of better accommo 
dation. They returned the fame day, and indeed it would ap 
pear that the Chinefe by this time wifhed their departure al 
together; tor Lord Macartney had an interview with the Mi- 
nifters the fame day, in the courfe of which they recommended 
to him to take the benefit of the good weather for his depar~ 
ture, as he would not travel comfortably if he allowed the 
winter to overtake him; the more efpecially as he was but 
poorly in health. 

From this time none of the miflionaries, of whom there are 
a number in the country, were zllowed to go near our coun~ 
trymen; and the attendant Mandarins, under pretence of 
friendthip, {trongly urged them to propofe departing, as a 
change 
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change of treatment might not be found quite pleafant. It 
fhould be remarked that by this time all the prefents had been 
delivered. 

On the 3d of September, Lord Macartney prefented to the 
Minifters a number of propofals and requifitions refpeéting the 
object of his miffion. His Lordfhip had intended ftaying till 
March, but thought it now advifeable to take the hint that 
had been given. On the 4th he requefted permiffion to depart. 
The Emperor’s permiffion was with him the next morning, 
and the fecond day after was appointed. The Chisefe, however, 
were very confiderate in one thing—the warning was fhort, 
they therefore gave them a great number of men to affift ia 
packing up; and they were fo induftrious that every thing was 
in complete readinefs by the time fixed. On the day of de- 
parture, the Ambaflador had an interview with the Minifter, 
and received an anfwer to the propofitions he had made on the 
3d—they were all refufed: And the embafly left Pekin, very 
much mortified at their want of fuccefs: After which Lord 
Macartney and his fuite returned to Canton, where they {pent 
their Chriftmas. 

The failure in this bufinefs cannot be eafily. accounted for— 
perhaps the Mandarins who attended the embafly were not 
addrcffed in the feeling manner tiey expected, Pretty things 
for the Emperor were only fhows to them, and they might with 
for fomething fubftantial for themfelves. It is however, fup- 
pofed, that the want of fucccis is chiefly to be attributed to fome 
evil impreflion made upon the Chinefe Court, by fome of the 
native Princes of India, telling them to beware how they al- 
lowed the Englith to obtain a footing among them; and 
ftrengthening their admonition, by falfely ftating, that the fame 
people had firit, as friends, obtained a {mall fettlement in India, 
which they afterwards increafed by repeated wars, driving many 
of their original owners from their dominions, and eftablifhing 
upon their ruin an inmenfe empire for themfelvcs. 

We are happy, however, to add, that when the laft accounts 
left Canton, fome arrangements had taken place, which indi- 
cated a more friendly difpofition on the part of the Chinete; 
and that fome hopes had begun to be entertained that it was 
yet poflible to obtain the object of the voyage; though not 
perhaps without coniiderable trouble. 

{ The greatett point which his Lordfhip was to preis with 
the Chinefe Court, was, that inftead of being obliged to pafs 
up the river to Canton, the entrance to which Is uniafe, and the 
Navigation dangerous, the Englifh fhould be permitted to pots 
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fefs fome port, more to the northward; which requeft, if 
granted, would not only have much diminifhed the rifk of the 
Englith fhips, ‘but moi{t probably, from the diftance from the 
capital being leflened, have confiderably added to the Compa- 


ny’s trade. ] 





INTERESTING TRIAL 


Harrison again? Cooke. 
GUILDHALL, LONDON, Fuly 25. 


HIS caufe, which is of confiderable importance to the 
publifhers of books, and to the artifts in general, came 
on to be tried before Lord Kenyon and a fpecial jury this day. 
The plaintiff and defendant are confiderable printers and 
publifhers in Paternofter-row, and this action, founded on_ the 
ftat. 17 Geo. 3. cap. §7- was brought to recover 5000). da- 
mages for the {uppofed ‘infringement of the plaintifl’s copyright 
in nine prints, which, with many others, formed the embellifh- 
ments of a collection of novels publifhed by the plaintiff, cai- 
led the Novelift’s Magazine, and fuppofed to be, in part, co- 
pied in a colleétion publifhed by the defendant, called Cooke’s 
Sele& Novels. The Jury were alfo to aflefs damages on the 
6th count in the declaration, on which the defendant fuffered 
judgment to go by default. It appeared in this count that a 
tree and a fhed had been copicd many years ago from a back 
ground of a print of the plaintiff’s in Gulliver’s Travels, 
which was introduced intoa print in an edition of the Bible, 
without the defendant’s knowledge, feveral years before he bes 
came proprietor of the work: ‘Lhe defendant denied the pla- 
giarifm in all the reft, 

There were nine counts in the declaration, which were fo 
very difimilar to thofe fuppofed to be copied by the defendant, 
that the plaintiff’s counfel abandoned the ground of aGion on 
all the points excepting three, and that on which judgment had 
gone by default. ‘The firft of thele was a print in Fielding’s 
novel of ‘Tom Joncs, in which it was contended, that the 
figure of Molly Seagrim was copied from the fame figure in a 
print of the plaintil’s; the utler two prints were in Sterne’s 
novel of Triftram Shandy, the general ideas of which were 
ftated to be taken from the plaintift’s PIlitse 
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On the part of the plaintiff it was proved, that he had pub« 
lifhed the colleétion called the Novelift’s Magazine, embele 
lithed with feveral elegant prints ; that the fale of this work 
was very extenfive for feveral years ; that he printed to the 
amount of fifteen hundred copies in a week, and derived a 
confiderable profit from it ; that the fale had not materially 
fallen off, notwithftanding feveral rival editions had been pub- 
lifhed, until the appearance of the defendant’s edition about a 
year and half ago, when fuddenly the fale declined fo materially 
as not to anfwer the expence of printing. 

Mr. Opie, an eminent painter, was called, who ftated, that 
in his opinion, two of the three prints of the defendants in 
queftion, were fo like in many points to the plaintiff’s, that he 
could not fuppofe it the effec of accident, but that the artift 
who drew the one, muft have feen the others, and have taken 
his ideas from them. Several other artifts of inferior note 
were called, who ftated, that in their opinion, the zdeas in the 
defendant’s prints were taken from the plaintiff’s. 

On the part of the defendant it was urged, that the prints 
in queftion were in no refpe& copies ; that the defendant had 
never pirated from the works of others, but employed eminent 
artifts to draw original defigns, for which he gave one third, 
and in fome more cafes more than double the plaintiff had paid 
for his; that the defendant had laid a ftri@ injun€tion on the 
artifts not to copy from works which were the property of 
others ; that the defendant’s prints were not copies, becaufe 
his artifts had chofen the fame point of time as the plaintiff's, 
as was the cafe in the two inftances from Sterne ; nor could it 
be faid they were copics, from their obvious difference in every 
refpe& ; and that as Sterne had, in the paflages from which 
thofe prints were taken, fo particularly pointed out the drefs, 
attitudes, {cenery, and accompaniments, it reftri€ted the ideas 
of theartift fo much, that a greater difference could not be ex- 
pecied to exift in two prints, taken from paflages fo minutcly 
deicribed by the author, which fufficiently accounted for the 
degree of fimilitude ; it was therefore contended, that this 
muit inevitably obviate the imputation of plagiarilm on the 
partof the defendant ; and thatthe falling off of the plaintiff’s 
fale arofe from the fuperior advantages ot the defendant’s edi- 
tion, in cheapnefs, type, paper, and embcllifhments, not from 
the fimil tude of the prints, in all which he hada legal right of 
fair rivalihip. 

Several eminent artifts were called on the part of the de- 
fendant 5 Mr. Stothard, who defigned the plaintift’s prints, and 

6 Mr. 
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Mr. Heath, who engraved them ; they declared they did not con- 
fider Mr. Cooke’s prints in any refpect copies. Mr. Stot- 
hard obferved, that if prints like thefe were deemed COpicsy 
there was then anend to the arts, 

Mr. Corbould and Mr. Ward, who defigned Mr. Ccoke’s 
prints, proved that they were employed by him to draw original 
defigns, with ftrict directions not to copy from the plate 2S of 
others ; that thzy did not in any refpect copy from the plaine 
tifPs prints, but, on the contr: “Ys endeavosr to render their 
defigns as difimilar to them as ana erence to the fubjects dee 
lineated by the author would admit of, 

Mr. Ward faid, that he looked at the plaintiff’s print, in 
order that he might avoid a fimilarity, and obdferved, that if he 
had not feen the plaintiff’s print he made no doubt but his fub- 
jet would have been more like the plaintiff’s than it was 5 
however he had taken his own fancy and the text of the au- 
thor for his guide. 

Mr. Weit, Prefident of the Royal Academy, Sir Francis 
Sourgois, and other eminent artifts, flated, that they did not 
conceive the plaintiff’s prints were in any part copied in the de- 
fendant’s; notwithftanding, from the mode of difpofing the 
figures, it appeared to them probable that the eengnes of the 
latter had feen the former, and probably availed h:mfelf of fome 
of the ideas in them, which however had been confi wee ly ime 
proved upon. This they conceived not only allowable, but 
in a great meafure inevitable, as artifts could on diveft their 
minds of thofe ideas which they had p revioufly received ; and 
confequently the arts could be improved only by obferving na- 
ture, viewing all former prod luctions, and trealuring up ia the 
mind thofe forms which are mott excellent. 

Mr. Welt, on his crofs examination, depofed, that the fie 
gure of Molly Seagrim, in defendant’s plate of T’om jones, 

was by no means a copy, although fhe was reprefented in her 
fhift fleeves, with a pitchfork in her hand ; the fimilarity bee 
tween the prints was indilpenfably neceflary, the author having 
fo particularly defcribed the drefs of the figure, which he cha- 
aétcrized by the pitchfork in the hand. Mr, ce further 
depofed, that the defign from Sterne, of Yorick riding through 
the village, was much better executed in the d Seddon ’s print 
than in the plaintifi’s, particularly as to the grouping of the 
pealantry, which bore an evident fuperority, Mr. bre 

{kine then afked Mr. Wett whetiier he would not confider the 
tranfpofition, or a trivial alterationof the pofition of the gre 
nadier, of General Monckton, or indeed of any of the prin- 
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cipal characters in his juftly celebrated picture of the death of 
General Wolfe, as a piracy, and that of fo barefaced a nature, 
as would entitle him to recover damages ?’—Mr. Weft, in re- 
ply, obferved, that he certainly fhould not confider the varia- 
tions mentioned by Mr. Erfkine as an infra€tion upon his pro- 
perty, but as a rival picture, efpecially if they were improves 
ments, as was evidently the cafe in the prefent inftance. No, 
faid Mr. Weft, I fhould on the contrary feel myfelf bound 
to thank that artift, who would thereby prove himfelf capable 
of correing my errors; and he felt himfelf proud to own, 
in prefence of the whole court, that the grenadicr, in the very 
picture to which the learned gentleman had alluded, was not an 
original idea, but had been borrowed from the picture of Bel- 
lifarius, with this variation, that he had imagined the throwing 
the cap on the ground, and the forrow exprefled by the wring- 
ing of his hands, would render the grenadier an interefting 
figure, lamenting the fall of his General, and the publick ap- 
probation had fan@ioned his judgment, withouthaving once 
charged him with being guilty of piracy. 

He alfo cited another inftance in which men of real genius 
rather confidered themfelves complimented on the adoption of 
their ideas by other artifts, than that a vexatious litigation 
fhould be the reward of their labour. Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 
he faid, had finithed a piQture, into which he had introduced a 
red curtain, and the piece made its appearance in the Royal 
Academy with all that ec/at which fo eminently diftinguifhed 
the productions of that celebrated artift. ‘The artifts were fo 
delighted with the beautiful effect of this red curtain, that the 
pictures in the Royal Academy for feven years after feemed to 
have been furnifhed by upholfterers: and they exhibited an 
emulative rivalfhip of the perfection of Sir Jofhua, who never 
dreamt of teazing his competitors with an action for having 
committed a theft upon his curtain, but felt himfelf highly ho- 
noured that his example had been followed, that the arts had 
thereby received an additional lultre, and that fome of the ar- 
titt-upholiterers bad hung up their curtains with as much tafte 
and judgment.as his own. 

Lord Kenyon, in fumming up the evidence, obferved to the 
Jury, that the Legiflature, in fecuring to artifts the exclufive 
yroperty of their works for a certain aumber of years, meant 

promote their improvement, and not by reftri¢ting emulae 
ihilate the arts themfelves. The act was made to 
ncouraze ingenivus inen 5 that they might reap the fruit of 
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that the right of fair emulation fhould not be deftroyed; for by 
the common law this right was perfectly free. It was un- 
queftionably open to all the world to form prints from any of 
the paflages in the author whofe works had been publifhed by 
the plaintiff and defendant, His Lordthip thought the learned 
Counfel had not called the attention of the Jury fufficiently to 
the Aé of Parliament. His Lordfhip read over the A& 17 
Geo. III. refpecting this right with regard to prints, which 
limits the reftriftion to thofe cafes where the main defign is 
copied either in the whole or in part. On this ground his 
Lordfhip thought there was no reafon for the defendant’s fuf- 
fering judgment to go by default on the 6th Count, as the 
trifling circumftance of a tree anda fhed ina back ground, 
which was incorporated in the print, did not he conceived form 
any part of the main defign, and therefore was not an infringee 
ment on the A&t of Parliament. ‘The words of the A& fore 
bids copying the whole or part of the main defign; unlefs there- 
fore the main fubje& is infringed upon, the A& of Parliament 
does not apply. His Lordfhip obferved, that the laft cafe 
which came before him refpecting property in prints, was an 
action brought to recover damages for copying the head of 
the Countefs of Huntingdon, in which the face was proved to 
be copied as accurately as poflible ; it therefore undoubtedly 
was an offence againft the ftatute, being a direct infringement 
onthe main defign ; but a thed and a tree, which are fuch com- 
mon accompaniments, and bear fuch near refemblances in na- 
ture, that they could never be confidered as the main defign of 
a picture, and therefore moft certainly did not come withia the 
plain and obvious meaning of the above ftatute. It might as 
well be faid, obferved his Lordfhip, that you fhould not paint 
the planets, that you fhall not touch the fea fhore, becaufe 
thofe objects muft always correfpond. The intention of the 
A& was to guard the totality of the compofition, which, in 
this cafe his Lordfhip faid had not been infringed upon. How- 
ever as the defendant had wrongly fuffered judgment to go on 
that count, they therefore could give no verdict uponit; they 
were bound only to aflefs fome damages on that count, but on 
all the others, if they believed as he did, from the evidence of 
fome of the firft artifts in the kingdom, that the main defign 
in the plaintiff’s prints was not actually copied, either in the 
whole or in part, they fhould find their verdict for the defendant. 
The Jury accordingly found a verdict for the defendant on all 
the counts of the declaration, except the 6th, on which they 
affefled damages of onc fhilling. 


R 2 His 
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His Lordhhip expreffed his perfect approbation of this ver» 
di&, which leaves the arts free to emulation and improve- 
ment. 

The decifion of this important caufe has afcertained points 
that will obviate future litigation, protect artifts and publifhers 
from groundlefs attacks, an nd open to the artifts the expanded 
field of fancy for the exercife of their inventive faculties 

Had a verdict been obtained in favour of the plaintiff upon 
the principles of this action, every publither, who fhould in- 
troduce fubjects from the fame pailages, that borea refem- 
blance to prior productions, would be liable to perpetual profe- 
cutions; and actions of damages would alfo lay againft the 
artifts from the proprietors by whom they were engaged to dif» 
piay their abilities; by which means, genius would be fhackled, 
emulation would be fupprefled, and a mortal ftab would have 
been given to the artifts through the fides of the publifher; 
but, ftiovulated by the late liberal award, the arts will flourifh 
with renovated vigour, to the honour of that country, by 
which, in the prefent aufpicious wra, they have becn fo fer 
vently cherifhed. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For JULY, 1794. 
7 0% By, Be. 6) 


T may be affumed as a maxim in politics, that there are 
fome empires fo powerful as not to be fubverted by any 
combination againft them. If it were poffible, indeed, to unite 
againft one, atl other governments on the face of the earth, and 
to givea firm, ftea IY» and conftant diretion to their combined 
force, it would be altogethe : irrefiftitle. But we are to take 





into our eftimate the inconftan icy of cx onfede racies, which cone 
tein in their nature a principle of th ir diflolutio.. Mutual 
jealoufies arife from diverfitics of interefts ; diff rent objects 
are ‘purfued; the movements of their ailies become not cn!y 
defultory, but one movement counteraéis another, Difzult 
fucceeds, and defnair of fucceis; while the difgrace of dif: p- 
poiritment and defeat is divided, { eafure, evaded, 
by mutual complaint and recrimination. Dumourier, than 
whom, whatever may be thought of his moral character and 
political fincerity, there never was a better judze of human 
« j vy 
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affairs, declares it as his opinion, that if any one of the great 
powers now confederated againft the French republic had cor- 
dially and opportunely fuccoured the royal caufe alone, and 
without dependeace on any ot.er, the affair would long fiace 
have been determined. Taking into account, therefore, the 
advantages of a compat, through extentive dominion, de- 
fended by natural add artificial .arriers, and peopled by a nus 
merous and warlike nation, generally united and ardent in the 
1, , : oe eee 
commion caufe, on the one hand ; and the difficulty and delay 
of tranfporting troops and ftores from great diftances, with 
the natural inconitancy of confederacies, on the other: We 
may co nclude, with the ucmoft certainty, that there are nations 
conquerable, and nations unco. queracle. Ail Europe found 
it impoffible to conquer the Sarace.us, and regain, for any cone 
4 ? 
fideratle period, the Holy Land. The pro} ects of tubd ving the 
Fr nchy whatever may have been natural ly thou oht of it be- 
fore the commencement of hoftilitics—becaufe it was not une 
reafonable to fuppole, that even a sage majority of men of 
property, and all that was moft refpectable in France, were 
ready and prompt to join the royal flundard 3 aad fo the -y pros 
bably would, could that flandard have been advanced by the 











allies into the interior of the country, and at the fame time becn 
accompanied by a man! fto, not more favourable to the claims 


of Kings (though theic too are juftifiable) thaa the happinefs 
of the people. 

Our confolation and hope is, that the violent ftate of affairs 
cannot be lafting ; but the foouer the French are Jeft to them- 
felves, the fhorter its duration, ‘The watery particles are, 
contrarily to their natura! gravity, fultained in the atm« phe re 
by ftormycurrents. Let thefe ceafe, and they will fall in drops 
me the ground. ‘The f 
fyftematical policy, or true military courage and difci "pm 


uccefles of France are not the refult of 





France has loft her proper character, An enormous mafs is in 
motion, but the moving principle is nct fo much tnherent i: 
itfelf as dependent on al imitation. And her armies are 
infpired with a favage fury, rather than a foidier like bravery. 


) 


, 7) , 4 ‘ , i. ‘ a 
There can be no love of the actua'ly exilt nee Conititutl On, uf 
coniiitution it may be called; for it is a conititution of tere 


ror, in which the lotine is the fceptre ; though indivi- 
duals, like men delirious, may fancy themfcives Kings. Itisa 
yranny of ali over ali—in which allare alternately cy:ants or 
flaves; aad be whe cen do the molt mifchief, policies the 
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SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


It has been rumoured for fome time, that there are great 
divifions, on the fubject of the war, in Spain, which at prefent 
leads Portugal; and that a negociation has been entered on, or 
propofed, or hinted (the firft ftep of negociation), for peace,—~ 
As it is not in the power of Spain to do much more, if any 
more, than protect herfelf, the confederates would not fuffer 
much by her defection, provided fhe were to remain perfectly 
neutral: But it feems to be in the nature of men, that powers 
thus falling off from armed confederacies become armed me- 
diators for genera] peace. 


. 2 A Be. Be 


The military fpirit is evidently capable of being revived in 
Italy. The French have thought it proper to retreat from 
Piedmont, and to fight the enemy, not on their own ground, 
but in Alface. This is wifein the French, and illuftrates that 
great leflon, to which all nations begin now to liften, viz. that 
in war, as in jaw, it is more than half the battle to be in pof- 


feffion. 
GERMAN  Y. 


The Auftrians, it is faid, as well as the Prudians, begin to 
be fick of a war,in which the moit hercic valour has been fo 
often dijplayed in vain. But the prefent alarming conjuncture 
no longer admits of backward and languid operation. The 
Auftrians, perhaps, have trufted too much to the Pruffians, 
and the Pruffians to the Auftrians, and both to Great Britain. 
It is time now that all Germany, and indeed all Europe, awake, 
and unite in a fixed and determined refolution not to conquer 
and difmember France, but to drive back the French within 
their own territories. ‘Yhough Flanders has been over-rua 
by the French, it is not fubdued. It has been the fate of that 
country to have been overerun and pillaged by the French in 
diferent wars: But the perfevering efforts of the powers coms 
bined for the purpofe of bridling French ambition have reco 
vered it. If the French fhall be permitted to retain Flanders, 
what is to prevent them from coming round, by the fouthern 
provinces, into Holland; from pouring into Cieves and Juliers, 
and penetrating intothe heartof Germany. By a fublime and 
prudent policy, perhaps, this war might have been prevented : 
But now there icems to be no alternative. 


POLAND. 
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POLAN D. 


The attention of both Auftrians and Pruffians is diverted 
from the frontiers to the affairs of this unfortunate country, 
which, at the prefent crifis, if not {peedily overpowered, and 
entirely difmembered and divided among the three great par- 
titioning powers in the north and eaft of Europe muft regain 
its political independence. 


TURKE Y, 


‘The Turksare not yet fo profoundly funk in effeminate and 
lethargic ftupidity as to be infenfible, that while France and 
Poland are both affailed by the enemies of the Ottomans, now 
is their time to ** awake, arife, or be for ever fallen.”’ If the 
Poles fhould be able to make head againft her enemies, they 
would be affifted by the Turks fooner or later. 


R US SI A. 


The circumftance mentioned above is not unforefeen by the 
Emprefs of Ruffia, who now calls her fellow- plunderers from 
the Rhine and the Scheldt to the Viftu!a and the Nieper ;- where 
new acquifitions of territory may make upto the Emperor the 
lofs of Brabant and Flanders, 

What the political views of the Ruffians and Pruffians may 
be at this jun@ture, time alone can fully unfold. Meanwhile it 
is natural, nay it is impoffible to refrain from forming cone 
jeQtures. The Emprefs doubtlefs feels the neceflity of co- 
operation from Pruffia and Auftria on the fide of Poland. To 
make fure of her fpoil there is her firft object, And the pre= 
pretext of forming a ftronger bariier againft the French on 
the Scheldt and on the Rhine, than could be oppofed to them 
on the frontier of France, or French Flanders, is certainly not 
unplaufible. Perhaps too, fhe has it farther in view, by a cef- 
fion of the Low Couatrics to France, to raife up fo extenfive, 
yet fo compacted an empire in the weft of Europe; particue 
Jarly the beritiih, while fhe does what fhe pleafes in the eatt. 
Auttria too, and Pruffia, nearer to France than Reffia, would 
be more affected and conftrained by its preponderating greatnefs. 


RUSSIA, SWEDEN, DENMARK, GENOA. 
Thefe kingioms, and other commercial powers of Europe, 
with America, are naturally alarmed, and envious of the un= 
precedented height to which our trade bas been carried, and 
which, before tie prefent war, promiled or threatened a mo- 
nopoly of commerce. They tuerefore make cyident prepa- 
9 ra\lons 
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rations for an armed neutrality ; an expedient that feems natue 
ral among commercial ftates of afecondary clals. It was thus 
that the Hanfeatic Jeague was fet on foot, in the thirteenth cen 
tury, for the defence of Luveck, Hamburgh, and other towns, 
particularly againft the Kings of Denmark. 


LOW COUNTRIES. 


Here the tide of war has run of latein favour of the French 
and againit the allies. It is needlefs to recapitulate particulars. 
Theallies are driven out of Flanders, and feem determined, for 
the prefentat leaft, to act on the defentive on the frontier of the 
Low Countries. The Scheldt and other rivers form ftrong 
ground towards the fea; but Gueldres, Zutphen, and Utrecht, 

re pretty much expofed to the fouth: And here the French, 
in all probability, flufhed with recent fuccefs, will attempt an 
irruption into the United Provinces. Their fuccefs, however, 
in offenfive war, will not, we may be aflured, be greater than 
that of the allies ; for, although there be a party in the pro- 
vinces, jealous of the Stadholder and of England, the bulk of 
the German, Flemifh, and Dutch nations, can never long and 
cordially coalefce with the French, whofe levity is offenfive, 
and arrogance odious, at all times, but, in the infolence of vic- 
tcry, abiolutely infupportable. 

‘The King of Pruffia has gone off with 600,000, that Great 
Britain had remitted for the fervice of the war: But he has 
the juitice to carry it to an old account of thirty years ftand- 
ing between Frederick the Great and George II. of England. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


This country flourifhes on her natural element 5 where, in- 
deed, it would even have been the intereft of the allies that all 
her ttrength thould have been, trom the beginning of the con- 
teit, exerted. Port au Prince, with a great booty of merchant 
men, 1s taken by our troops in St. Domingo. War has beer 
evaded with America ; and our commerce every where prof- 
pers. Yet acloud darkeus, in fome degree, this fplendid ho- 
rizon, if the French ihould retain maritime Flanders, make 
peace with the continenta: powers, and bend all her power 
to the conftruction of a navy.—The miniftry are itrengtnened 
by the acceffion of the Portland party.x—Parliament is pro- 
rogued—yet judgment has not been given in the caufe of AZ. 
Ha/flings; aman whofe life has been, one continued {cene of ime 
portant public fervices, public honour, and pub lick profecution. 


9 4 REMARKABLE 
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4A REMARKABLE PHA NOMENON. 


HERE is now in the pofleffion of Mr. Rickett, furgeon, 
at Droitwich, in'Worcefterfhire, a female infant with 
two heads, and two bodies, quite perfect from the middle up 
wards, There is one complete arm and hand attached to each 
body; and from the back part project two arms united, until 
they feparate a little above the wrift. The lower part, with 
the legs, are entirely perfect. A poor woman of the neigh- 
bourhood of Perfhore, who is the mother of fix very fine 
children, was fafely delivered of this very extraordinary infant 
by the above gentleman, who has been offered 300 guineas for 
it. It is fcarcely neceflary to add, that the child died in the 
birth, and is at prefent preferved in {pirits. 





Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to Sobrt us’sEnigma, ine 
ferted February 17. 


St upright and the faithful man 

_ ABHORRING all deceit, 

Will ftrive to do his neighbour good, 
And act his part compleat. 





Anfwer, by P. of Dorfetpire, to F. Collins’s Anagram, inferted 
May 1Q- 
RAKE, an illuftrious hero, bold: 
KEDAR, a Scripture name behold, 
t*{ We have reccived the like anfwer from N. Coles, 
and W. Hawkins, of Crediton. 





Anfwer, by F. Evans, of Brifiol, to P. R. Latham’s Charade, ina 
Jerted May 19. 


OU muft know, Mefits. Printers, I could not be quiets 
Till I found what this genius could put ’flead of riot ; 
So after much thinking I hit upon /ray—— 
Kicking out letter f—turn’d the reft other way. 
s¢ But which, my dear fon, after all this fine pother, 
“ Js the part of the face?” fays my dear belov’d mother. 


Vo, XXIV. 600, Ss “ Why 
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« Why the mouth is a principal part of’t as any; 


« And YARMOUTH’s the title.” Good boy! here’s 


“ a penny. 


}*| We have received the like anfwer from W. Brewer, 


of Taunton; and P, of Dorfetthire. 


A QUESTION;,'by Noah Coles, of Crediton, 





IVEN the area of a right angled triangle = 168, and 
the difference of the bafe and perpendicular = 1.7.— 


Required the fides? 





4 REBUS, Ly Sufannah Tucker, of Broadwinfare 
A Gloomy mift, by which’ the'mind 


ks often known to low’r; 
A wicked paffion next define, 
Ne’er may I feel its pow’r 


What in our breafts fhould ever dwell, 
And all oyr actions guide 5 
An animal of fervice take, 


Of the domeftic tribe. 


At yonder lone, fequefter’d fpot, 
My laft is to be found, 

Near where the difmal-founding knell 
Oft thakes the vaulted ground. 


From thefe initials you will fhew 

What often foothes the captive’s grief ; 
The hopes of it confcles his care, 

And yield to him a {weet relief. 


PRIA OAR RADIO KOO HI ORE 


+.* We earnefily requ ft cur Correfpandents to be more carefi 
to render ibe differes zt er uctions they fend correct, that we n 1ay 
not be ol bliged to leave them out on Accou at of their [Vant & Me- 


rit.— lV: woul a alfa caution the Writ ers of Eni ginas, Reb 
Charad. ueftionss Fe. Fe. again if? fending any b ut fuch as 
origin me H, of Plymouth, rx defived to attend to the 
Hints. 


POETRY. 
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THE PARENTAL POET. 


By Mr. Preston. 


oO" poor and worthlefs in my 

fight, indeed, 

The life to come in every poet’s 
creed. 

Nor. yet more precious have I 
learn’d to hold 

The pride of place or impotence 
of zold. 

Tcourtnot thefe ; but aim, with 
iteady plan, 

To prove the virtuous citizen 
and man. 

A nobler wreath domettic vir- 
tues yield, 

Than ail the trophies of the 
fanguine field, 

Than all the fame a ftatefman’s 
wiles afford, 

And barren palms of many a 
f{plendid word. 

The things I write may flourifh 
or decay, 

Fortune may give or 
take away ; 

This objeét adequate, without 
controul, 

Sapremely fills and a@uates my 
foul ; 

This, only this, may ftand with 
fearlefs eye, 

Pond’ring the depths of dark 
futurity. 


fortune 


My children, in their dawn of 
being fair, 

Awake, endear folicitude and 
care. 

My roof re-echoes with their 
gladfome noife, 

Their charming 
their infant joys. 


follies, and 





Tt 323." 


nafcent 


As tremulous their 
powers they try, 
The tear of pleafure fills a fa- 
ther’s eye. 

Entrance’d I gaze, and feel my 
pride dilate, 

With fancy’d pomp of patri- 
archal fate; 

And while | guide the tott’ring 
fteps along, 

Explain the language of the un- 
prattis’d tongue ; 

Remove their wants, their little 
woes difpel, : 

And teach contentment in their 
eyes to dwell, 

Such floods of joy my foften’d 
foul fubdue, 

As gold could never buy, nor 
riot knew. 

From painfal effort and corro- 
ding ftrife , 

Secure, | tread the downhill path 
of life; 

Exifting for myfelf, and for my 
own, 

I with to pafs untroubled and 
unknown. 





4PRISON. 


[From “ The Advantages of 
Education, a Novel.’’J 


PPROACH, oh mufe! who 

bidit the plaintive harp, 

The flow of melting melody 
prolong ; 

Who guid’: the lyre with ca- 

dence bold and fharp, 

Thro’ all th > iazes of enchant- 

ing fong. 
Leave 











Leave for a while the verfe in- 
{piring grove, 
And He icon’s green bank 
befring’d with flowers ; 
With me thro’ mifery’s horrid 
dungeon rove, 
Where fancy miarfhals all her 
hideous powers. 
How foul-appalling is the prof- 
pect there; 
Rebellious difcord fcornful 
clanks her chain ; 
Loud hifs the f{nakes in her 
difhevel’d hair, 
While keen impatience ag- 
gravates her pain. 


Therecare in fombre veft def- 
onding fighs ; 
Here guilty fear anticipates 
his doom, 
And while death’s dreadful 
image multiplies, 
His thrieks re-echo thro’ the 
night’s pale gloom. 


Am I deceiv’d, or does thine eye 
benign 
Beam foft thro’ mild compaf- 
fion’s glittering tear, 
To fee the wretched unaflifted 
pine, 
To fee the captive left to pe 
rifh here? 


He droops, he languifhes, as wi- 
thering plants 
Languith beneath the fune 
beam’s noontide glare; 
By fever fcorch’d, in agony he 
pants, 
No tender confort foothes his 
mortal care. 


Tir’d of oppreflive woes con- 
tinual weight, 
He calls on death to clofe his 
weary eyes ; 
Anon his infants feek the iron 
grate, 
And break the mournful f- 
lence by their cries. 


120 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 





Thefe fcenes of anguith fuit not 
thee, {weet mufe ; 
To paint thefe horrors I no 
more afpire ; 
In fome cool grot on verdant 
Faye I — . 4 
oO court thegze /T,; and to 
ftrike the 4 , 





Sonnet, to the River Wye. 
By Mr. Kerr. 


H Wye, romantick ftream! 
thy winding way 
Invites my lonely fteps, what 
time the night 
Smiles with the radiance of the 
moon’s pale light, 
That loves upon thy quivers 
ing flood to play. 


O’erthy fteep banks the rocks 
fantaftick tower, 
And fling their deep’ning 
fhadow crofs the ftream ; 
To fancy’s eye worn batttle- 
ments they feem, 
Which on fome beetling cliff 
tremendous lower. 


Hark! echo fpeaks, and from 
her mazy cave 
Sportive returns the failor’s 
frequent cry, 
Ah! how unlike thy old 
bard’s minitrelfy, 
Warbled in wild notes to the 
haunted wave ! 


Unlike as feems the hurricane’s 
rude fweep, 

To the light breeze that lulls 
thy placid deep. 





- ——— 


TWILIGHT. 
ede foft dews 


{teal o’er the village green, 
With magictints to harmonife 


the icenee 


- 














